Research Question
What are the benefits for graduating seniors who take a gap year before their first year in college to engage in national service?
Research Outline
Thesis: Although most traditional students enter college immediately after graduating from high school, there are many potential benefits of taking a gap year to engage in national service.
Topic Sentence 1: From a developmental psychology perspective, the gap year would be useful for students who feel overburdened by choosing a major too early, who need time to renew focus toward academic studies, and who would gain maturity by spending time in a professional environment.  
Topic Sentence 2: From an ethical perspective, a year devoted to national service would do wonders in terms of providing students with valuable experience, putting them in positions of leadership, and empowering them to claim their education when they ultimately enter college.
Topic Sentence 3: From an economic perspective, students who use a gap year for national service could qualify for additional grants and scholarships, receive college credits, and increase their ability to graduate in four years.
Working Conclusion: We are learning that there is no “one-size-fits-all approach” to education, and it appears that there are many students who do benefit from taking a gap year before entering college. It also seems that there are many opportunities for a gap year to become a structured way to assist students who need maturity, financial assistance, or simply time to reset before entering college.
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